Sociology Curriculum Intent
Department Philosophy: Our ultimate aim is to produce Sociologists of the future who are going to influence the community around them in their later lives. They must be curious and know how
their work is applicable to the wider world. Our students will enjoy challenge and will show thought and resilience when faced with sociology questions. A good sociologist has a clear understanding
of the core concepts and is able to use this knowledge to apply it to a wide range of situations. Our curriculum promotes resilience, independence and organisation. Our curriculum encourages and
facilitates further studies or potential careers in the subject, whilst empowering students to have a greater appreciation and awareness of Sociology related issues in the world around them.
By the end of Key Stage 5 our students will know:
1.

2.

3.

4.

Education with Methods in Context - The study of the topics in this paper should engage students in theoretical debate while encouraging an active involvement with the research process. The study
should foster a critical awareness of contemporary social processes and change, and draw together the knowledge, understanding and skills learnt in different aspects of the course. In their study of
the topics, students should examine: topic areas in relation to the two core themes (socialisation, culture and identity; and social differentiation, power and stratification); both the evidence of and
the sociological explanations for the content listed in the topic areas below. Throughout, students should be encouraged to use examples drawn from their own experience of small-scale research.
Attention should be given to drawing out links with other topics studied in this specification. Students are expected to be familiar with sociological explanations of the following content:
a. the role and functions of the education system, including its relationship to the economy and to class structure
b. differential educational achievement of social groups by social class, gender and ethnicity in contemporary society
c. relationships and processes within schools, with particular reference to teacher/pupil relationships, pupil identities and subcultures, the hidden curriculum, and the organisation of
teaching and learning
d. the significance of educational policies, including policies of selection, marketisation and privatisation, and policies to achieve greater equality of opportunity or outcome, for an
understanding of the structure, role, impact and experience of and access to education; the impact of globalisation on educational policy.
Methods in Context: Students must be able to apply sociological research methods to the study of education. Students must examine the following areas:
a. quantitative and qualitative methods of research; research design; sources of data, including questionnaires, interviews, participant and non-participant observation, experiments,
documents and official statistics
b. the distinction between primary and secondary data, and between quantitative and qualitative data
c. the relationship between positivism, interpretivism and sociological methods; the nature of ‘social facts’
d. the theoretical, practical and ethical considerations influencing choice of topic, choice of method(s) and the conduct of research
e. consensus, conflict, structural and social action theories
f. the concepts of modernity and post-modernity in relation to sociological theory
g. the nature of science and the extent to which Sociology can be regarded as scientific
h. the relationship between theory and methods
i.
debates about subjectivity, objectivity and value freedom
j.
the relationship between Sociology and social policy.
Beliefs in Society- Students are expected to be familiar with sociological explanations of the following content:
a. ideology, science and religion, including both Christian and non-Christian religious traditions
b. the relationship between social change and social stability, and religious beliefs, practices and organisations
c. religious organisations, including cults, sects, denominations, churches and New Age movements, and their relationship to religious and spiritual belief and practice
d. the relationship between different social groups and religious/spiritual organisations and movements, beliefs and practices
e. the significance of religion and religiosity in the contemporary world, including the nature and extent of secularisation in a global context, and globalisation and the spread of religions.
Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods - The study of the topics in this paper should engage students in theoretical debate while encouraging an active involvement with the research
process. The study should foster a critical awareness of contemporary social processes and change, and draw together the knowledge, understanding and skills learnt in different aspects of the
course. In their study of this topic, students should examine:
a. topic areas in relation to the two core themes (socialisation, culture and identity; and social differentiation, power and stratification)
b. both the evidence of and the sociological explanations for the content listed in the topic areas below. Throughout, students should be encouraged to use examples drawn from their own
experience of small-scale research. Attention should be given to drawing out links with other topics studied in this specification.

