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Message from the Head Teacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to another edition of the Wallington Week
and I trust that everyone is staying safe and well.
In light of recent changes to government guidance, I am
pleased to be able to let you know that we are now
able to start offering extra-curricular sports clubs
again. Details can be found later in this newsletter.
Our focus during form time this week has been on
keeping safe and so to support this, we have included
more information on this for parents in this week’s
edition.
Last week we asked students to share their armistice
day accounts from researching their own family history
and heroic deeds in relation to WW1 or WW2. The
responses have been very impressive and we have
included a selection of the numerous accounts that we
received. Thank you to all that contributed.

Finally, as a school we have benefited greatly from the
hard work and fundraising carried out by our amazing
Parents and Friends Association (PFA). Funds raised by
the PFA have helped towards providing the new
canopy in the quad as well as Science lab equipment,
lighting for our refurbished drama studio and so on.
Their support is invaluable. A number of key
committee members are stepping down this year so
we urgently need parents to fill the roles of Treasurer,
Vice chair, Chair and Secretary. If you are interested in
filling one of these roles and would like to know more
then please email the current Chair, Nadia, at
pfa@wallingtongirls.org.uk
Have a great week.
MR R. BOOTH
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IMPORTANT DATES
FOR YOUR DIARY

KEY DATES
Mon, 23rd Nov
Last day of GCSE Autumn Series
19:00 – 21:00 Trust HR @NHSG
Tues, 24th Nov
15:00 – 16:30 Staff Meeting
Thurs, 26th Nov
Year 13 Autumn Significant Testing Grade
Collection
Senior Kangaroo BMO Round 1

Tues, 15th Dec
Year 11 Grade Collection
15:00 – 16:00 EEP
19:00 – 21:00 Dance Showcase (TBC)
Thurs, 17th Dec
15:00 – 16:00 NQT / New Staff Inset
Fri, 18th Dec
Last Day of Term – Students Leave at 1pm

Tues, 1st Dec
15:00 – 16:15 Tutor Meeting
Weds, 2nd Dec
PSHCE Year 9 Consent
19:00 – 21:00 Trust Finance @WHSG
Thurs, 3rd Dec
08:00 – 15:00 GCSE Music Recording (Hall)

Mon, 7th Dec
Year 11 Options Straw Poll
Tues, 8th Dec
Department Time 15:00 – 16:00
Trust Board @ WHSG
Weds, 9th Dec
Year 13 Parents’ Evening
Fri, 11th Dec
Year 7 – 10 & 12 Grade Collection
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Autumn 2020 Public Exam Series
GCSE English Language and Maths Results Day 14th
Jan 2021
GCSE all other subjects Results Day 11 February
2021
Summer 2021 Public Exam Series
Begins 26th May and ends 2nd July 2021
A Level Results Day 24th Aug 2021
GCSE Results Day 27th Aug 2021
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Guidance and Support for parents and carers:
starting the conversation
As parents and carers we are often faced with having difficult conversations with our children about their worries
and concerns – these may range from discussing their fears about the pandemic to safety in the community. Below
are a number of resources that can support parents in starting these conversations as well as offering useful tips:
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus/publications/talking-your-children-about-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.familycorner.co.uk/teach-your-child-personal-safety
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/keeping-young-children-and-teens-safe-while-out-and-about
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/talking-about-difficult-topics/

School will be reinforcing some of the these messages of the next few weeks and months to come.

Preventing Cyber crime
As Black Friday and Christmas draw near, some of us may be shopping on line more for gifts. Some of us may be
‘secretly’ buying presents online for the first time.
Unfortunately this may also mean there is an influx of scammers who may send out emails aimed out young people
who are less experienced regarding online safety.

The National Cybersecurity Centre has a Suspicious Email Reporting Service (SERS) where you can send emails you
are concerned about.
The message may be from a company you don’t normally receive communications from, or from someone you do
not know. You may just have a hunch. If you are suspicious, you should report it. Your report of a phishing email
will help quick actions to be taken and may protect many others from being affected. Just forward the email to:
reportphishing.gov.uk You can find out advice about online security here: Individuals & families - NCSC.GOV.UK

PFA needs you
It's been a very difficult year but welcoming everyone back this term.
We are very fortunate to have a PFA in our school and over the years parents have worked hard to raise money for
sports equipment, Library books and many more resources for our girls.
We do much more then just raise funds through events, PFA bring the parents together socially supporting our
school.
However, we are in need to fill the committee roles for the PFA to continue and would appreciate your help. We
urgently need parents for the below roles.
Treasurer,
Vice chair,
Chair
Secretary
Please email me with if you are interested. pfa@wallingtongirls.org.uk
Nadia Ahmed
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Chairperson
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Sports & Dance Clubs 2020/21
Please see below the extra-curricular clubs on offer beginning 23rd November 2020. In light of the current context
we are unable to offer the variety we would in usual circumstances and we do apologise for this. We are unable to
mix year groups and spaces on the same night which does have a huge impact on our timetabling and resources.
We are hopeful we can review this after February half term.
We will require you to sign-up to clubs in advance of attending due to number restrictions. Please use the links
provided below to register. Once you have registered you will receive an email confirming whether you have a
place to attend and any further details in advance of the club starting.
For any questions, please contact me scollins@wallingtongirls.org.uk
Year 7
Club

Date/Time

Location of Club/Where to meet

Dance Club
(Royal Academy of Dance)

Monday 3-4pm

Gymnastics Club

Wednesday 34pm

Football Club

Wednesday 34pm

Netball Club

Thursday 3-4pm

Gym
(Students to head to Changing room 1
via the outside door @ 2.45pm)
Gym
(Students to head to the Gym @
2.45pm & change in the Gym)
Bottom Fields
(Students to meet Mrs Wadsworth
outside their Form rooms @ 2.50pm &
escorted to changing rooms)
Netball Courts
(Students to meet Mrs Collins outside
their Form rooms @ 2.50pm & escorted to changing rooms)

Max No
of Students
25

Sign-up

25

https://forms.gle/
GoFPSYbb4j43U2ma8

30

https://forms.gle/
dXN7rBrBPPh8feQ8A

34

https://forms.gle/
LKRWDrBo4NUz1mS68

Max No
of Students
30

Sign-up

34

https://forms.gle/
EjgSEfNAnCHbgs1W7

20

https://forms.gle/
KLHXQtCYt7BhLVcx8

25

https://forms.gle/
cqeZX8K9Hmnye8Ve8

https://forms.gle/
g9Vq9XRpNjPHwQ5S6

Year 8
Club

Date/Time

Location of Club/Where to meet

Football Club

Tuesday 3-4pm

Netball Club

Wednesday 34pm

Cricket Club

Wednesday 34pm

Gymnastics Club

Thursday 3-4pm

Bottom Fields
(Students to meet Mr Carter/Mr Green
outside on the top field @ 2.50pm –
come to school in PE Kit)
Netball Courts
(Students to meet Miss Lake outside on
the courts @ 2.50pm – come to school
in PE Kit)
Sports Hall
(Students to meet Cricket coaches in
the Sports Hall @ 2.50pm – come to
school in PE kit)
Gym
(Students to head to the Gym @
2.45pm – come to school in PE Kit)
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Year 9
Club

Date/Time

Location of Club/Where to meet

Gymnastics Club

Tuesday 3-4pm

Gym
(Students to head to the Gym @
3pm – come to school in PE Kit)

Netball Club

Wednesday 34pm

Netball Courts
(Students to meet Mrs Waight
outside on the courts @ 3pm –
come to school in PE Kit)

Max No
of Students
25

Sign-up

34

https://forms.gle/
nJ4CKwS4zLbiJ6Es7

Max No
of Students
34

Sign-up

25

https://forms.gle/
Bdwk1xq2Kyq1ostQ7

Max No
of Students
28

Sign-up

25

https://forms.gle/
zynKPCC6NgFkA7Xn8

https://forms.gle/
cqRDMJNnp8AtMqH3A

Year 10
Club

Date/Time

Location of Club/Where to meet

Netball Club

Monday 3-4pm

Netball Courts
(Students to meet Miss Burgess
outside on the courts @ 3pm –
come to school in PE Kit)

Cricket Club

Tuesday 3-4pm
(WEEK A)

Sports Hall
(Students to meet Mrs Bates in the
Sports Hall @ 3pm – come to
school in PE kit)

https://forms.gle/
ibsjUZiVrnQ6HJ7A6

Year 11
Club

Date/Time

Location of Club/Where to meet

Netball Club

Monday 3-4pm

Netball Courts
(Students to meet outside on the
courts @ 3pm – come to school in
PE Kit)

GCSE Dance – Rehearsal
Space

Monday 3-4pm

Sports Hall
(Students to email Mrs Collins for
use of this space)

Cricket Club

Tuesday 3-4pm
(WEEK B)

Sports Hall
(Students to meet Mrs Bates in the
Sports Hall @ 3pm – come to
school in PE kit)

https://forms.gle/
qpzJBDxMtC5ZUPWbA

Year 12/13 - You would have received an email asking you to express your interest in some extra curricular options starting
January. Please complete the form attached to the email sent from Mrs Collins by Friday 27th November.
13

THE WALLINGTON WEEK

ENRICHMENT

14

THE WALLINGTON WEEK

ENRICHMENT

What Stars Are Made Of: The Life of Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin
The history of science is replete with women getting little notice for their groundbreaking discoveries. Cecilia
Payne-Gaposchkin, a tireless innovator who correctly theorized the substance of stars, was one of them.
It was not easy being a woman of ambition in early twentieth-century England, much less one who wished to be a
scientist. Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin overcame prodigious obstacles to become a woman of many firsts: the first
to receive a PhD in astronomy from Radcliffe College, the first promoted to full professor at Harvard, the first
to head a department there. And, in what has been called "the most brilliant PhD thesis ever written in
astronomy," she was the first to describe what stars are made of — only to be told that her conclusions were
wrong by the very man who would later show her to be correct.
In What Stars Are Made Of, Donovan Moore brings this remarkable woman to life through extensive archival
research, family interviews, and photographs. Moore retraces Payne-Gaposchkin's steps with visits to cramped
observatories and nighttime bicycle rides through the streets of Cambridge, England. The result is a story of
devotion and tenacity that speaks powerfully to our own time.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiNAAbRqFYQ
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Firstly we must send our thanks to everyone that joined in our last enrichment competition and researched their
family history and heroic deeds in relation to WWI or WWII. Some of the accounts are amazing and really display
what people were going through at the time. We have published some below and had such a hard job of selecting
our 5 winners.
However after much deliberation we have agreed the following students will win the £10 book voucher and receive
10 house points. Every entrant will receive 5 house points for the effort they put in.

Lola
Evanam
Aarnavii
Louisa
Angelina

8 Johnson
7 Curie
7 Bronte
7 Seacole
7 Sharman

Last weekend also marked Diwali, the festival of light. Diwali symbolizes the spiritual victory of light over darkness,
good over evil, and knowledge over ignorance.
We provided some resources and ideas for you to join in this celebration and had some lovely pictures sent in
from Kavisha in 8 Bronte showing how she and her family celebrated Diwali.

Thanks again for all your involvement in the competitions so far this term. Keep your eyes on this space next week
for some more opportunities!!
The Enrichment Team
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ARMISTICE DAY - EVANAM 7 CURIE

SCARIEST DAYS OF HISTORY Aarnavii 7Bronte
World war 2 was the most vile event known in history. It
started in the year 1939 and ended in 1945. More than 2
million Indian soldiers served in the war.
India became a vast garrison and supply ground for the
war against the Japanese. Myriads of people witnessed this
horrifying event... my maternal great grandmother was one
of the surviving eye-witnesses. It happened when she was
only around 8 years old (in the year 1942)!
At that time, she was residing in Bangladesh (then a part of
India), my mother used to hear stories from her when she
was my age and has passed those stories to me, of how
frightened they used to be. Schools were closed as they
became the centre of ration supplies and some were
transformed into makeshift hospitals as they didn’t have
enough hospitals for the war victims. They used to get few
rations- mainly dry foods like rice, lentils, grains, potatoes,
sugar and a few more. There was little amount of rations
available as most of it was sent to the UK for the soldiers.
My great grandmother said that they had wells in their
houses for water, farm animals for meat, and a pond for
fish.
My great grandmother and her mother and her
grandmother used to knit jumpers, gloves, socks in trade
of rations. As my great grandma was quite young then, she
could only knit gloves herself (surprising). Her aunt used
to work in a factory where they used to do the cleaning
and oiling of spare parts of tanks.
In their houses, they had elevated beds to store rations
and hide them when bombings happened. They had dim
lights and were forbidden to switch them on unless an
emergency; they had to cover it with green covers so they
wouldn’t be seen from outside. My great grandmother’s
house had wooden windows as it’s opaque and light
wouldn’t go through. The scariest day of her life was when
a bomb fell in their house making a hole in the roof but
thankfully didn’t explode.
When the bombings started in their area, my great
grandmother had an instinct of the bomb falling in their
neighbours’ house so she told her father and ran to
evacuate her neighbours! After they were evacuated, the
bomb fell in their neighbours house. They gave shelter to
them and also rations…
“I never felt so proud of myself!” (translated) My great
grandmother stated!
Late Srimati Kalyani Chowdary,
The17real eye witness of World War II

Nicholas Maxwell Larbie was born in 1911 in the Gold
Coast (now called Ghana) and served in Burma in the
1940s, he was also my great-grandfather.
My great-grandfather was one of the “forgotten soldiers”
of World War Two. They are called the “forgotten
soldiers” because the British press overlooked them
despite their help to the allies in Burma. The “forgotten
soldiers” were a noticeably big army with over a million
people from several Commonwealth countries. They
battled the Japanese in the Burma jungle in harsh
conditions which included monsoon rains and dense
vegetation. My great grandfather was in the Gold Coast
Regiment and was sent to Burma to help free it from the
control of the Japanese and return it to British rule.
Although I did not hear it first-hand from my
great-grandfather, research has helped me understand the
brutal and taxing war these soldiers went through, leaving
their families behind to fight on the front lines for a better
future.
I may have not known my great-grandfather as he died in
January 2007, but I do know that he was a hero.
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ABOUT SIMA SMIRNOVA (GRANDDAD’S MUM)

Anna said she wanted Sima to go. Early in the morning,
Sima came out of their apartment and boarded the truck,
and the man with Sima and other people started their
journey out of the city.
They rode on the ice of Ladoga Lake, it was freezing cold
and it was possible to drive over the ice. Suddenly, the
long file of trucks stopped and Sima saw the truck right in
front of her being blown apart, dead bodies flying in all
directions. A Hitler plane bombed the Road Of Life.
The trucks continued their journey after that. Sima was
successfully evacuated, she returned to the village, met her
brother and soon after her mum was evacuated. In 1949,
Sima gave birth to my granddad Kolia.
ABOUT HERMAN SELIVERSTOV
(MY GRANDMUM’S DAD)

My great-grandma (Sima) was 15 when the Second World
War began. She travelled from their village to Leningrad
(now St. Petersburg).
Hitler wanted to destroy Leningrad. At first, they started
dropping bombs on the city, but later on they closed the
exits and entrances around Leningrad and the siege began.
Sima’s little brother stayed in the village, but she had to
stay with her grandparents and her mother in the city. Her
dad worked with the railways which brought food to the
surrounded city.
The city was constantly bombed. There was no food: Sima
and her mother Anna were very weak to the point where
they couldn’t even go the bomb shelter nearby.

Herman is my grandmum’s dad, and was in active military
service in WW2 in the Red Army and was helping to
break the siege of Leningrad. He went to war in 1941. He
was very young- he was only 19 years old. They didn’t
want to take him in the army, so he said he was 20 years
old. He went to military school and did a speed course to
become a soldier, and then they sent him to liberate
Leningrad. His regiment was surrounded.

There was completely no food, so they had to cook
leather belts and eat the soup out of them. The Red Army
then saved them and he went to hospital. It was 1943
when his wife Maria came to the hospital to collect his
uniform only to discover it was full of fleas. She poured
petrol over it and burned it. Then Herman went back to
war, and participated in finally breaking the siege of
Leningrad!

On January 1943, Sima’s grandparents died from hunger.
The winter was very cold.
Sima and her mum loaded the grandparents on a sleigh and
took them to the communal grave with all their might.
Anna and Sima were very hungry. They were given 25g of
bread every day, and Anna gave her portion to Sima. One
day, into their apartment came a man.
He wore a railway worker uniform. He brought a parcel
with bread, biscuits, sweets and canned meat. He said that
this parcel was from Nikolai, Sima’s father. Because of that
parcel, Sima and Anna didn’t die from hunger.
In a week’s time, the man came again, and said that he had
one seat on his truck going from Leningrad on the Road
Of Life, the only way out of besieged Leningrad.
18

One day, his regiment found out that in the abandoned
cinema in the city of Tihvin met up a group of Hitler
soldiers. They came to work out the plan on how to take
away the strong and healthy to Germany to work, and the
poor and weak women and children to be executed by the
firing squad the following day. The regiment of Herman
surrounded the cinema, freed the civilians and exploded
the enemy. For this operation, Herman got the Order of
the Red Star.
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DURING WW2 - LOUISA 7 SEACOLE
During WW2, it was not only the soldiers who showed
great heroism but as well the women and children who
fought just as hard. I am writing about the account of my
great grandmother, Helena, who endured all the afflictions
of war in Poland, Warsaw, battling against hunger and
poverty.
During the outbreak of WW2, Helena was a mere 13
years old. In September 1939 in Falencia near Warsaw,
there was a battle between the Polish army and the
overwhelming German forces who came from all sides
which lasted about a day and took over 500 lives. Pursued
by the Germans, the Polish soldiers fled to the near
forests hiding their weapons. At the time, Helena’s father,
Józef, was a carpenter who built villas entirely out of wood
however some soldiers hid weapons in the villas and
guesthouses he was in possession of. He was found by the
Germans. Luckily, his wife and Helena’s mother, Felixa,
was able to bribe the police into letting him go sending
Józef into hiding. He visited his family very rarely. Although
when going to a cigarette shop, he was captured by the
Germans and was sent to Auschwitz. Felixa would send
him cloths and food every week but Helena had not seen
him once. When they were sent back his dirty cloths they
would be riddled with blood and puss. Later, Helena’s
family were sent a note that Józef had died of typhoid
fever leaving Felixa, like many European women with four
children.
These stories are told by my grandfather, Jan, that he
remembered from when his mother Helena was alive:
“It was a harsh winter. The snow was falling down to the
waist, the frost was such that the windows were
completely covered with ice. Mom got sick. The food was
running out. We were hungry more and more. It's good
that we had something to burn in the stove. It was warm
in the apartment. We also had medicine for mom. Linseed
was a specific then considered to strengthen the lungs.
We were just hungry. You had to go to the bakery to get
bread and it was about two kilometres from the house.
You went to the bakery in the evening. You waited for the
bread to rise, put it in the oven and take it out after it is
baked. All this wait for one loaf of bread. Lots of people
came and the bakery was tiny. One room was allocated to
it, which was once a bedroom. We had to wait outside for
many hours. In such frost it is impossible. The baker
allowed two or three people in turns, let them warm.
Finally, we waited for bread, one loaf. Delicious Polish
bread. We were going home. The bread is carried by
Władzia. Hard on deep snow. I am ahead, Władzia is
behind
19 me. We finally got there. Something is wrong.

Władka, where do you have your bread? She ate the bread
alone, which was for five people. I wanted to beat her.”
After the war and as a grown woman, she could never go
to sleep without a slice of bread underneath her pillow.
This story took place just as the defeat of the Germans
was inevitable and the Polish soldiers were greatly
wounded,
“It was a great joy. We were alive. There was still hunger
and we were very poor. But there were Polish soldiers,
and it was sunny. We knew we were going to live. A
hospital was set up in the forest. The wounded soldiers lay
in large tents. All the older girls, all my friends, went there
to help. We felt it was our sacred duty. Hundreds of
wounded soldiers were brought in. We worked for
several hours a day. There was nothing. There was no
medicine, no food, no dressings, not even water. On our
way to the hospital, we took what else at home for the
soldiers to the hospital. Some food, starving themselves,
water. At home we tore up all the sheets and whatever
was suitable for making bandages. Coming home, barely
alive, we carried bags of dirty dressings to wash and boil
them. Some of us couldn't. Mentally, they couldn't bear the
crying, groans and screams of the wounded soldiers. The
view of the severed legs and arms. The stench of rotting
bodies and the stench of death. One day I was fed up with
everything. All the sights and all the smells. The stench was
the worst. I have thrown up more than once. I had no
more strength. I didn't want to endure this torture
anymore. I'm going home. As I walked through the forest I
cried. In the end I didn't have the strength to go. I sat
under the pine tree. I didn't cry anymore. I screamed. I
can't, I can't be there, I can't. I calmed down. I can't be
there, I can't be there, I can't but I have to be there. I went
back to the hospital. In a few days it was much, much
easier. I helped in the hospital until the end.”
Helena often told her sons and granddaughters “You may
not be able to, but you must have to.” She was a very
tough but loving woman and will always have a place in my
heart.
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MY GREAT-GRANDFATHER - LOLA 8 JOHNSON
James Simpson (born 20 August 1915) served in the army
for over 20 years, particularly in WWII. For 3 years, he
was held prisoner in a Japanese war camp and was forced
to help work on the bridge over the River Kwai. His
fiancée (my great-grandmother) thought he was dead until
she received a telegram saying he was alive and was a
captain when he left the army. However, he did an
extremely heroic deed which saved lives. When he was on
the battlefield, there was a nest of German machine guns
which he ran out and took all of them out with his small
gun. He received a medal of honour for bravery.

MY GREAT GRANDAD - HOLLY 7 BRONTE
My great grandad was a soldier in world war 2. On a ship
to Egypt to go and fight, my great-grandad Harry was sat
down in a part of the ship with no ventilation and he
needed a match for his cigarette and turned to the soldier
nearest to him. Amazingly, it turned out to be his brother
Ernest! It was a chance in a million, and it was the last time
Ernest would have seen any of his family because he died
not long after this. Harry then went on to have my
Grandad and Great Auntie, and my Grandad and Grandma
eventually had my mum. So even though Ernest never
made it home, this story has been passed down through
my family.
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THE INVOLVEMENT OF MY GREAT
GRANDFATHER! - JANUSHYA 9 ATHENA
As a child, I have always been keen on my family’s history,
as I am sure you are too. However, what makes this more
interesting and makes me more inquisitive is how we can
learn so much from the past, since we were not part of
that era. Today, I will be letting you into the involvement
of my great grandfather during World War 2 (WW2).
This was during 1 September 1939 – 2 September 1945,
and my great grandfather was apart of the Ceylon Defence
Force. This was first established in 1910 and was
commanded by British officers. It mainly came into action
in 1939, when Ceylon was to meet a possible threat by the
Japanese. The CDF came direct command of the South
East Asia Command (SEAC) and formed part of the British
11th Army. Individual soldiers fought in the war and at this
time Ceylon’s Light Infantry grew for 1 battalion to 5
battalions, which meant that there were 12,000 more
soldiers. Their direct contact was in April 1942, when the
Japanese launched an air attack on Colombo. I hope you
enjoyed reading on the involvement of my great
grandfather.
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IN THE MEMORY OF THE FALLEN - RAYA 7 CURIE

took home the victory. In India, troops would train, rest
and restore, as India was predominately peaceful.
He only returned home with 3 of his 5 brothers and 60%
of the men from his town dead. The economy was at its
worst point in years as the country needed rebuilding.
Men whose bodies were not found got graves with no
body. These were known as the grave of the unknown
soldier.

My Uncle’s grandad (Edward Author Wilson) was a
mechanic and driver in WW2. Born in 1920, he was only
twenty when he had to go to fight for his country. He was
located in North Africa, India and Europe.

When he was located in North Africa, he would have to
go nights without sleep. Germans had claimed most of the
area, but there was a small plot of land that belong to the
English. The British soldiers that were located here were
known as dessert rats, since they hid in dessert holes.
There was a shortage of food most the time, so
sometimes they had to go off nothing. Once whilst moving
camps, they encountered a huge orange grove and decided
to go scrumping after they had set up base. They went
back to what the thought was the orange field they had
first come across, but when they went back to camp they
found themselves with not a single orange, but instead
lemons! Let’s just say dinner that night was sour.
One time, the dessert rats had got their hands on some
eggs. It was so hot they could fry they could fry them on
their car bonnet, so Edward did exactly that. On
Christmas, the two opponents would meet in the middle
of the battle field and make peace. There would be no
fighting that day and Wilson even recorded there being
football matches being played between the English and
Germans.
In Italy, he had to fight in a battle called Monte Casino,
also known as The Battle For Rome. The Italians kept
swapping between the Nazi and Great Britain. They
settled with the Germans, due to the fact there was a big
likelihood they would win. However, the English actually
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MY GREAT GRANDPA - ANGELINA 7 SHARMAN
My great grandfather was born in 1915 in Ukraine. The
story of him was told from my grandad to me and he is my
dads’ father. He fought in world war two for 5 years and
served in the frontline battling the Nazi’s and fighting for
the country. His military rank was sergeant. My grandpa
told me all about him. In 1941, after Germany invaded
Ukraine, my great grandpa participated in one of the
biggest battles of world war two surrounding Kiev, the
capital of Ukraine. This is where over 650,000 soldiers lost
their lives for us to live. In 2 other battles, he fought in the
city Odessa and River Nipru. In the war, lots of innocent
people died. Also from my grandad’s stories, I found out
that they suffered from hunger, fatigue and the cold. The
prisoners and civil population were relocated to
concentration camps where they were forced to work
until they died. My great grandpa survived and returned
from the Nazi camps after the year 1945. In 1946, he
moved to Romania, in one city close to the borders of
Ukraine, he started a family, they had 3 boys, one of these
is my grandfather. My great grandfather was always telling
his sons stories about the war and asked them to
remember those who fought in the war and sacrificed
their lives for us. If it wasn’t for them, we would not have
been here. He sadly died in 1995, just being 80 years old,
but he will always be there for us.

Two members of staff were also inspired by the
competition and sent in the following accounts of
their family history.
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Miss Lowe, Acting Director of Science sent in this
account of her family history.
The 11th November is my birthday. As a small child, I
didn’t quite understand why everyone wore badges
(poppies) for me, why I had to be silent for two minutes (I
thought this was grossly unfair) or why no one ever sang
Happy Birthday to me in church on the closest Sunday to
my birthday, although they did for every other child in the
congregation! However, being on my birthday, I am always
very aware of when Armistice Day is coming up, and it has
always had a significance and special place in my heart,
even though I don’t have many direct links with either war.
In terms of WW2, my grandad was in the Merchant Navy
and never even glimpsed the enemy (although he did once
sign off a ship at the last minute which was then sunk with
all hands lost on that voyage!) and my great uncle was a
POW as a forced labourer in the terrible conditions of the
Burma railway. However, as was common with those who
had survived the war, their experiences weren’t often
spoken of, and both my great uncle and grandad died
relatively young so I never got to speak to them about it.
My nan, I know, had an absolute blast during the war –
although the Liverpool Blitz was a terrible thing, the
opportunities the war afforded her as a young woman
were unlike anything she had experienced before. My
other nan worked in a mill, making parachutes for pilots.
She always told me that if she was making a parachute for
dropping equipment and the like, she could be a bit
careless and make mistakes, but if she were making a
parachute for an airman, it had to be absolutely perfect,
because someone’s life was literally in her hands; she was
very proud of her contribution.
As far as I am aware, I don’t know of any direct relatives
who were in WW1, so when I went on a battlefields trip
to Belgium in Y9, I didn’t have anyone to ‘look for’ as it
were. Therefore, one day when we were at a memorial, I
looked for some family names in the regiments from
where I’m from (Liverpool/Lancashire) and – to my
surprise – found a Captain James Rosbottom. Rosbottom
was my Nan’s maiden name, and it’s a pretty memorable
and unusual one (I’m very glad she married a Lowe – much
less joke-worthy!), so I assumed this man might have been
a distant relation and thought little more of it. Fast
forward a good few years to one day when I was at
church, wandering around waiting for my mum to stop
chatting to people so we could go home. I wandered over
to the WW1 memorial that I had looked at countless
times and there – to my surprise - was Captain James
Rosbottom, staring me in the face! He had been there all
of the time, and I had never noticed! So now, even if it
turns out he isn’t my relation (and I will never know), each
Remembrance Day I always spare a thought for this man
who shares both a family name and a home town with me.
He may be long dead, but he is not forgotten.
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Mrs C Kinchington, the enrichment officer also looked
into her family history and found two interesting accounts.
Through research, Mrs C Kinchington has discovered that
one of her husbands grandfathers arrived in the UK as part
of the Kindertransport initiative right at the start of world
war II and was transported to the UK as a Jewish child
without any family.
At the end of November 1938, the UK government
listened to the public’s demands to help Jewish children or
youngsters under the age of 17, experiencing awful
atrocities in Germany and Poland. The UK government set
up “The Kindertransport” (German for "children's
transport"); an organised rescue effort that took place
during the nine months prior to the outbreak of
the Second World War. In Germany, a network of
organisers was established, and these volunteers worked
around the clock to make priority lists of those most in
peril: teenagers who were in concentration camps or in
danger of arrest, Polish children or teenagers threatened
with deportation, children in Jewish orphanages, children
whose parents were too impoverished to keep them, or
children with a parent in a concentration camp. Once the
children were identified or grouped by list, their guardians
or parents were issued a
travel date and departure
details. They could only take a small sealed suitcase with
no valuables and only ten marks or less in money. Some
children had nothing but a manila tag with a number on
the front and their name on the back, others were issued
with a numbered identity card with a photo:
In the following nine months almost 10,000
unaccompanied, mainly Jewish, children travelled to the
UK. The children were placed in British foster
homes, hostels, schools and farms. Often they were the
only members of their families who survived the
Holocaust. The programme was supported, publicised and
encouraged by the British government – it was the start of
World War II that brought the programme to an end. The
very last transport from the continent, with 74 children,
left on the passenger-freighter SS Bodegraven [nl; de] on 14
May 1940.

Many of the children brought over
experienced significant trauma due to be being separated
from their parents at such a young age and moving to a
country where they did not understand or speak the language but as the war went on many children grew to understand the danger their families were in that remained in
Germany and wondered what may have happened or be
happening to them. Luckily his parents did survive the war
and they were reunited in
English several years after
the war ended.
Her Husband’s other Grandfather also enlisted as a
reserve to the Royal air force at a very young age and
became a tail gunner on the Lancaster bombers. During
one flight they started to be shot at over Paris and the tail
section fell away from the rest of the plane. This happened
in the course of a bombing raid on rail facilities at
Archeres during the night of 10/11 June 1944. The aircraft
was shot down by night fighters and crashed near
Versailles.
Keith and his crewmates are among the 224
Commonwealth WW2 casualties buried in the Clichy
Northern Cemetery on the northern outskirts of Paris.
Keith Kinchington died at the age of 22. As he was found
separate from the rest of the crew in the plane, Royal air
force tradition states that his grave is separated from the
rest of the crew by 4ins, the remainder of the crew being
abutted to each other to show the team. He died when his
young wife was 6 months pregnant and never got to see
his family grow.
More aircrafts were lost to night fighters than any other
cause. Of those aircrew who were operational at the start
of the war only 10% survived to the end. Also, Bomber
Command lost more aircrew on a single night than Fighter
Command lost throughout the entire Battle of Britain i.e.
497 (officially from 10 July to 31 October 1940). At this
rate it is hardly surprising that Bomber Command’s
aircrew losses during WW2 were more than 55,000.
In 2006 the family were contacted by members of the village of Bois d’Arcy in France as the village wanted to
“erect a memorial to the 14 airmen that fell on their soil
in the fight for our freedom”. On 10th June 2007, Keith’s
son visited the village for the unveiling and met people
that to this day remember the plane coming down.
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This term in Drama Year 7 have been learning about the history of Drama and this has included finding
out about Greek Theatre. Many students produced impressive designs for Greek masks based on the
Greek Gods and Goddesses and some of Year 7 made a special effort to produce and design actual
masks.
Well done to the following students who made masks and here are some pictures of their impressive
work:
Pirahhashni (Artemis) and Shruti (Persephone) in 7 Johnson
Tilly (Ares) and Suree (1/2 Ares and ½ Aphrodite) in 7 Seacole
Emily in 7 Athena. ( Hades)
Miss Katesmark
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https://www.imperial.ac.uk/be-inspired/student-recruitment-and-outreach/schools-and-colleges/students/on-campus-activities/events/stemmfutures/

Please note that the entries will be forwarded by the school but judged by Routes into Languages. Full
details can be accessed via the Routes into Languages website;
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https://investin.org/collections/
stem-summer-internships-ages15-18

28

https://investin.org/
collections/stem-summerinternships-ages-12-14

THE WALLINGTON WEEK
CATERING INFORMATION

29

THE WALLINGTON WEEK
CATERING INFORMATION

30

Wallington
High School For Girls

Monday 23rd
November 2020

HEIRS OF THE PAST, MAKERS OF THE FUTURE

THE WALLINGTON WEEK

31

