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THE WALLINGTON WEEK
MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD TEACHER
Year 11 enjoyed their Celebration Breakfast this
morning which signalled the start of their GCSE
examination leave. They were treated to video
presentations from each form group on the highlights
from their time so far at Wallington as well as
speeches from Mrs Bates, Head of Year 11, and myself.
This was all finished off with ice cream and shirt
signing!
We wish all of Year 11 the very best of luck in their
forthcoming GCSE exams and we look forward to
seeing them on the Sixth Form Induction Day on
Tuesday 28 June. They also have their Year 11 Prom to
look forward to which takes place the night before on
Monday 27 June. I would also like to take this
opportunity to thank all the Year 11 tutors and Mrs
Bates for doing such a fantastic job in supporting and
encouraging Year 11 over the years.
Finally a team of Wallington students recently won the
South London heat of the EEP robotics challenge. The
Robotics Challenge gets students aged 11 to 14
working together in teams to solve real-world
engineering, technology and computing challenges.
Many congratulations to all the members of the team.
Have a great weekend
MR R BOOTH
HEADTEACHER
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Our school’s Year 8 Robotics team went to Kingston
University to compete and present robots which we had
coded to undertake environmentally themed hands-on
engineering challenges. The entire process of planning,
designing and then coding the robots was a wonderful
experience and despite a few minor challenges, we learnt
and developed our computer science, maths, and physics
skills.
Our Experience
For the Robotics Challenge, we had coded the robots to
perform tasks that were beneficial for the environment on a
specially designed mat made by the organisers of this
competition. We also explained our robot to the judges; we
talked about the robot’s capabilities and why we had
designed our robots the way we did for each challenge. On
top of all these challenges, we had the teamwork challenge
that we won. We used our building and communicating skills
to win!
The teamwork challenge is a task that we cannot prepare for
and is only revealed on the day of the competition. This
challenge required two team members to stand behind a
wall where there is a model of a Lego object (a plane for us).
These two people must describe the Lego model clearly
without using specific words to the team for them to build a
replica that is close to the original out of Lego from scratch.
Using efficient communication and imagination, we were able
to quickly assemble something that looked quite like the
original design using teamwork and perseverance. The
hardest part of this challenge was probably to describe and
build minor details and to get proportion right but in the
end it all worked out extremely well. Overall, this was a
spectacular experience that we will never forget and hope to
relive next year.
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In March we advertised the University of Southampton
Mathematics Challenge to students in Year 10 and below.
We had a number of very impressive entries across the year
groups and were very excited to find out that one of our
students has been chosen to receive an Award.
Congratulations to Julia (10Bro) for winning a Certificate of
Distinction in the Senior Maths Challenge – this is a huge
achievement considering the number of entries they receive
from students across the country and beyond. She has also
been invited to a special dinner and Awards evening at the
University of Southampton.

The questions she answered were challenging and involved a
lot of problem-solving skills, for example:

Well done to everyone who took part – and don’t forget to
look out for the opportunity to enter next year!
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Sixth Form can study in the library during the free
periods marked with a white box.
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